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Think Big, Shop Small
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KITSCH

LIRS RRAE OO

@ As an intro

“Out of expectations”, I would say, if asked about how my last two years at Keio has
been.l felt and am still feeling very profound about deciding to write this essay in English.
Although my four years at Keio, all started with an iceberg-melting enthusiasm for learning
Japanese, it is now going to be ended with an essay written in English, which is definitely
out of my initial expectation with a slight sense of sarcasm.

@ Memories of the bright: Even in a gutter, I’m still looking at the stars.

The first year came out of my expectations in two ways: | had never thought that |
would almost have to struggle to just “exist” without living a life, nor had | ever thought |
would, since a long time that feels like centuries, feel like to “trip no further”, as “every
wise man's son doth know”.

€ Memories of the dark: “abandon all hope, ye who enter here.”

The second year had been nothing but out of expectations up to this moment. I’ve
seen and learned so much that I almost felt grateful. Superbia, which without doubt tops all
other sceneries | saw, reminds me of how twisted one’s face could be, meanwhile how one
might be self-cocooned with a narrow mind. I still feel so dreadfully scared in thought of
superbia and it seems that Purgatory had never been left behind far enough.

@ From Inferno to Paradise

I don’t want to go to Heaven, either. If there is anything that WAS within my
expectations for the last two years, it will be a reconfirmation of a universal fact: everyone
is spotted with his own dirt. “Every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future.” Exist or
not does the Paradise, all my journeys will only shuttle between Inferno and Purgatory.

@ As afin

The reason why so many things happened out of my expectations, | assume, is be
cause | used to be so in lack of imagination, taking people’s kindness for granted, and
expecting people who are in charge to have charisma automatically, et cetera. The most
precious gift I’ve gained from studying in Ono seminar is probably a deep understanding of
what Elbert Hubbard said, “If men could only know each other, they would neither idolize
nor hate.”
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@ P.S: about the title:

I use “Kitsch” as the title of my essay because at first I thought this is going to be
pages of clichés. However, at least untill this exact word, all I’ve written are my most
sincere feelings, though | have expressed them in my own ways of quotations. Yet after a
few tries of changing my title with other words, | had decided to reserve to the original one,
since if even Milan Kundera himself cannot get rid of Kitsch for one hundred percent, how
could I claim that I can?

@ P.P.S: For thee who have taken the challenge
The purpose of this essay is supposed to be writing (at least also) something for those
members-to-be in future. Realizing that | have made this essay my own memoirs, especially
in my own obscure style, I want to share something | appreciate a lot with you who have
challenged to read up untill here: “I’m not genius, the only thing that keeps me progressing
is perseverance of efforts.” I had never exerted myself to anything before I was told what is
written above. Even now, | cannot say that | did. As Keio students, | believe you are all
smart in various ways. A lot of you may have never exerted yourselves to anything, either.
For those who have not, | strongly suggested that you give a try in Ono seminar. Not
because efforts lead to success (and trust me these two things are even less optimistically
correlated than what statistics show), but that exerting every effort of yours to something is
a way of living, which | believe to be splendidly beautiful. For those who still have doubts
in perseverance of efforts, I’d like to share my last quotation with you:
“...I follow up the quest, Despite of Day and Night and Death and Hell.”
——Alfred Tennyson, Idylls of the King.
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Your Car Looks Like You!
Consumer Evaluation of Anthropomorphized Products

Nowadays, consumer preferences are determined not only by
product function, but also product design. A prior study proposed
that consumers prefer cars best with slanted headlights and an
upturned grille, but this study has several problems. Thus, in this
study, we tried to expand the consumer evaluation model of
anthropomorphized products after overcoming those problems.
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